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FINHING WHAT IACKSON
BEGAN 105 VEARS G0

Most Historic Highway to Connect
‘v,  Great Lakes Region With
‘ Central South,

| Adiak

(By Littell McClung)
If the spirits of those who have

passed on find any interest and sntia-{

faction in earthly progress and ac-
complishment, then the soul of Gen-
eral Andrew Jackson, “Old Hickory,”
must glow in pride of fulfillment—af-

. Ter long waiting— on looking down

apon the new visible line of communi-
cation between Chicago and New Or-
leans. Nearing completion is the
Jackson Highway, a  yoad-building
project begun by General Jackson
more than a century ago. ;

't secms strange—among a people
boasting rapid development— that a
helpful, needed highway from the
Great Lakes to the Gulf region, the
southern reaches of which were start-
ed in 1861, should not be finished in
1022, But such is a fact. Yet all
along the 1,100-mile route interest has
been stimulated and work has pro-
gresged to a point from which com-
pletion within the coming year is an
easy possibility. Bearing the name of
the patrio® who projected it, and lead-
ing to and through the scenes of his
efforts to develop virgin territory and
his vigorous and victorious exploits—
first against the Indians and later

" against a foreign foe—it. will be the

most historie, and, mayhap, the most
useful highway in America.

The real beginning of the Jackson
Highway took place in 1806 by means
of a treaty between the United States
and the Cherokee Indians. In those
days of unsurveyed forests and dense
undergrowth ,traffic necessarily was
carried on the rivers; the streams
were the lines of communication for
the deiivery of supplies from estab-
lished white settlements to the more
precavious abodes of the pioneers who
had pushed farther south and south-
west through the forests. The great
Tennessee River on the north and the
smaller Tombigbee in Mississippi and
Alabama to the southwest were two
such streams. And the Indian treaty
of 1806 resulted in blazing a trail
from the Harpeth River, near Nash-
ville, Tennessee, straight across the
Tennessee River and Valley and on to
the Tombigbee River at  Columbus,
Mississippi. This direct from river-
to-river route, through vast hardwood
forests and down almost into the
long leaf yellow pine  region, was
opened in 1808. Along it went supplies
and troops for the Indian wars in
lower Alabhama aud Northern Florida,
Several years later General Juckson
wash pushing westward from Florida
to meet the British at  Mobile and
New Orleans, The trail then proved
invaluable because ammunition and
equipment were carried to him down
the Tombighee River from Columbus,
Mississippi.

Although known in history as an
intrepid fighter, General Jackson, at
heart and in fact, was a construction-
ist, a developer. Roads, bridges,
homes—he wanted to see them built
through the wilderness, and he help-
ed to build them. And when he re-
turned from the Battle of New Or-
leans to his native Tennessee he ask-
ed the War Departmont to construct
a permanent road over the  Indian
Wars trail and to project it to within
reach of New Orleans,

So in 1816 Congress appropriated
$10,000 to start the work, It was
“Old Hickory's” bhelief that soldiers,
when not engaged in fighting, should
be employed in useful work. And so
this road-building was  done largely
by troops. It began in 1817 and was
complete in 1820, It was necessarily,
a crude, although direet, road from
Madisonville, Louisiana on Lake Pon-
tehartrain north of New Orleans, to
Columbia, Tennesseo. (A  Road al-
ready had been established hetweon

Columbia and Nashville,) This inter-
esting short account of the work was
given in the Louisiana Advertiser in
1824.

“There were on an average 300 men
continuously employed on the work,
including sawyers, carpenters, black-
#miths, and so on, who were amply
furnished with oxen, traveling forges
and all tools and implements necess-
ary to its perfect execution, Thirty-
five neat and subatantial bridges, each
measuring from 60 to 200 feet, were
erected, and 2,000 feet of causeway
laid.  On a caleulation of the pay, pro-
visions and clothing for the soldiery
‘thus engaged, and = making-a mod-
erate allowance for the deterioration
and loss of public property, we find
that the general government disbursed
on this occasion $300.000,’

:«Tho era of early wars having end-
ed-and white sottlements having gain-
¢d’ an ‘independent footholds in Ala-
_barna, ‘Mississippi and Louisiana, but
little record is kept of the subsequent
value of this long-distance route, Lat-
er came the railways and the non-use
of dirt thoroughfares for long jour-
neys,

The Jackson Highway might have
passed into history and even oblivion
had it not been for Dr. Jamés Milner,
of Florence, Alabama. General Jack-
son had helped to lay out 'Florence,
founded in 1818 contemporaneously
with the building of the road, and
which became the home of General
John Coffee, who, as second in com-
mand, shared the glories nf victory
with “Old’ Hickory.! Dr. Miluer s
somgwhat of an historian and about
10 years ago he started ''o . reat
Lales and the Gulf Coast and taxi. g,
fron: Nashville south, the
route so that it would be a permancnt
memorial to Jackson's services to his
country. But while the sentiment of
memorial aroused the firts response

in the Tennessee Valley, i;r. Milner's|.

purpose was also practical and utilitar
ian. He felt that the Central Sonth
should be opened up and revealed (o
the Central West by direct line nnd
that the old Jnckson Road was the
line. He believed that northern pen-
ple should know and gee somelhing
of the but little déveloped mineral re-
sources of Tennessee and Northern
Alabama and the solid, splendid agri-
cultural possibilities of Mississippi
and Louisiana. It was his contention
also that such a highway, while bring-
ing in new people and new  capital,
capital, would be a .chain to  which
counties all along could attach links,
thus bringing permanent highway fa-
cilities to many isolated rural sections,

Other citizens of Florence took a
hand and this interest spread through
Alabama and Tennessee and then far-
ther south in%o Missisippi and Louis-
iana and northward through Western
Kentucky and into Indiana and I1li-
nois. There was lonsiderable contro-
versy over the route, some maintain-
ing it should deviate from the original
divect survey so as to include more
town sand cities, But the originators
of the project held to the plan of mak-
ing it a memorial in fact as well as in
name and bringing benefits to remote
rural rather than to a  few towns,
Their arguments finally prevailed.

The northern seetion—that between
Nashville and Chicago—is, of course,
without historical significonce so far
ag the name of Jackson ig coneerned.
Not a great deal of work remaing to
be done either north or  south of the
Ohio River. 'Lon gago the Tennessee
River was bridged at Plorence—-just
a short distance east of where Gen-
eral Jacksons’ horses once swam this
turbulent stream, "The Tombigbec
is bridged at Columbus, Mississippi,
and the Leaf River at Hattiesburg,
The Pearl River, northesat of New
Orleans, is a water barrier vet to be
overcome.

One of the most important, and pos-
sibly the most interesting link in the
entire route is now being hard-sur-
faced—that across the famed Muacle
Shoals District. Here the highway
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The Jackson Highway passes
through the territory over which
Union and Confederate soldiers bat-
tled during the four years of the war
between the states., Forces of Grant
and Sherman, Albert Sidney Johnson
and Beauregard clashed repeatedly
throughout Kentucky and Tennessce.
Scenes of historic battles dot the high-
way. On the last lap of the journey
the tourist or home-gooker will pass
through the wonderful long leaf yel-
low pine region of the Gulf Coast—
great trees straight as arrows in deep

from Florence and over the top of the
to be completed Wilson Dam—at a
somewhat dizzy height above the river
bed. The driveway atop the dam and

beside the giant power house on the |

south bank of the river will be about
40 feot wide,
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Through Indiana, Kentucky, 'l‘cn-.Dhom;H ;;hwugh ;ho pings;—Xhe Deay
nossee, Alabama, Missisippi and Lou-lb"r“ HoepEngent:

islana, the Jackson Highway will pre-
sent an almost complote pariorainid of
the life and agrarian activities aiid pad
sibilities of Americn, Coming’ acuth
and out of a section of the Corn Belt,
the traveler will enter the blue grass
pastures of Western Kentucky where
the eye is charmed by inviting rural
homes, deep meadowlands, purebred
Heorfords and Shorthorns, and blood-
ed horses. Then—into the hill coun-
try of Western Tennessee, with its
cotton and corn, the split-bottom chair
and the “kivvered” wagon. Near
Nashville he will see the wonderfully
lovely “Hermitage,” resting place of
“Old Hickory.” Thence to Columbia,
‘old home of President Polk, and then
through the rich phosphate fields
around Mt. Pleasant, Tennessce.
From here into Northern Alabama and
the Muscle Shoals District where the
past is revealed in remarkable con-
trast to the present—old homes and
plantations in proximity to vast po-
tential hydro-electric power and com-
ing olectro-chemical industries; the
home and burial place of General
Coffee almost under high-tension tran
smission lines; the Indian Mound atl
Florence, that was ancient before the
time of Columbus, and Jjust opposite
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The complete reorganization of the

- S. Grain Growers, Inc., has been
made, I, H, Cunningham of Cresco,
la,, secretary of the lowa Farm Hu-
reat s, was elected president of the
Be d of Directors and chairman of
the, Executive Committee, T TE
Reed of St. Paul, president of Min-
nesota  Farm  Bureaus and R, A,
Cowles of ‘Bloomington, I, are ‘the

other members of the executive com-
milgs

AR,

| forest; heve, as in Jacksons tme, the

open forests into which one can look
for considerable distances. Here the
atmosphere is laden with lung-clear-
ing, health-gaining ozone from num-
berless evergreen needles of  the

winds play in strange, perpotual sym-
——— .

FLUSHING EWEY INCREAYRS
“TAMB YIELD, TESTS REVEAL

]

In six years’ work, the United
States Department of Agriculture has
found that by extra feeding (common-
ly called “flushing”) at breeding
at breeding time, its Southdown ewes
vielded 198 more lambs per 1,000 ewes
than Southdown ewes otherwise given

and clover, or soy-bean pasture if
available, furnish the 1iost satisfac-
tory and  economical means of
flushing; but if a drought has pre-
vented good pasture, a supplementary
grain ration has been found to give
approximately ns good results in in-
creasing the number of lambs as the
extra good pasture. A ration of oats
alone, or equal parts by measure of
corn, oats, and barn in the amount of
about one-half to three-fourths pound
per ewe per day, is a  good one to
use.

Flushing incroases the size of the
lamb crop in two ways—it puts the
ewes in better condition to make sure
of their getting in  lamb and it in-
croagses the proportion of twin lamba.

ing to inerease the proportion of lambs
born to the number of ewes in their
flocks, but they have in most cases
paid little attention to the condition
of the ewes at breeding time. A lit-
tle extra care and attention just as
the breeding season opens will bring
results next spring.

Demonstrations were carried on by
county extension agents in 1921 on
260,000 farms with a variety of crops
and animals, In connection with these
demonstrations, according to reports
to the United States Department of
Agvriculture, 75,000 field meetings
were held, with an attendance of
1,000,000, '
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CHARGES AGAINST

Washington, Sept. 19--The hear-
ingrof the Keller impeachment chavges
aginst Attorney General Daugherty
was postponed today by the house ju-
diciary commi._tee, until  December.,
The motion to postpone was adopted

by a strict party vote, with only
three Democratic members opposing
its adoption,
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i IsTIust Around the Cornerg
Business. conditions show r_narke(}-
Spend-your Dollars in.

ummerton!

and help Prosperity at home. »

¥

Osborne Mowers and
Rakes!

Clarendon Hardware Co.
SUMMERTON, S. C.

t. JOSEPH'S SALE

IN FULL BLAST!
Seems that everybody in Claren-

don county has shared in the

wonderful bagains offered in this
Sale.

SHADE WILSON isincharge

and will carry out every promise
made to the public.

b

that will be Given Away on
the last day of the Sale?

No better merchandise was ever
offered to the public and no lower

prices were ever quoted. Be wise
and save!

Geo. Joseph’s Dept. Store,

SUMMERTON, S. C.

F. R. DINGLE MOTOR CO.

Autllorlfzed Ageuts

FORD CARS
and

Fordson Tractoyrs
SUMMERTON, - - South Carolina

SUMMERTON
HARDWARE (0.

McCormick
and Deering

Mowers
in stock. Full line of
Repairs
HAY TIES
Heavy and Light.

Summerton Auto
Supply Co.
GASOLINE, OIL

and
Auto Accessories.

WATER  AIR

Service Guaranteed

Summerton
Bargain House’s

BIG SALE

is the talk of the

Walker & Harvin

Successors to

Godwin & Woodruff

Exide

surrounding Battery Sftaiion.
Repairs for all
counsyy, Motor Cars.
S. C.

S. C.
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